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Project Description
In service since 1967, the Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge –
located between Kifer Road and Evelyn Avenue –
crosses over both the Caltrain tracks and Hendy
Avenue. Regularly inspected by the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and
maintained by the City of Sunnyvale (the City), the
bridge is considered safe for driving, but in need of
substantial rehabilitation. If the bridge remains in
service without rehabilitation, significant and costly
maintenance and repair will be needed.
As part of the bridge rehabilitation, the City plans to enhance pedestrian and bicycle facilities while
maintaining four travel lanes for automobiles. The east side of the bridge deck will be widened by about
7 feet to accommodate a separated sidewalk and wider‐than‐existing bicycle lanes. Further pedestrian
improvements are planned for the intersections where the bridge touches down at Kifer Road and at
Evelyn Avenue. In addition, some of the bridge columns will be relocated to provide additional clearance
and visibility to the portion of Hendy Avenue located beneath the bridge. These improvements will
enhance bridge safety, accessibility, and circulation for pedestrian, bicycle and vehicle traffic.
The City of Sunnyvale is the project sponsor and lead agency for purposes of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Because the City will receive federal funding for the project, it is also
subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The City of Sunnyvale and Caltrans completed a
Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) in July 2010, which determined the level of environmental review
needed for the project. The City and Caltrans will prepare a single, joint environmental document
intended to satisfy both CEQA and NEPA requirements. This document is scheduled to be released for
public review and comment in spring 2014.
The City held a project scoping meeting for the public on May 9, 2013 to provide information about the
proposed project and give community members an opportunity to provide input on the scope of the
environmental analysis. The City held a second public meeting on February 19, 2014, to provide a
project update and information about anticipated next steps in the environmental review, project
approval, and construction processes.

Noticing and Publicity
The February 19, 2014 public meeting was widely advertised using a variety of online and print
resources. A newspaper ad announcing the meeting was placed in the Sunnyvale Sun on February 7,
2014. Information about the meeting was also posted on the City’s website, including a listing on the
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Community Events Calendar and in the City Manager’s Blog. Meeting information also appeared on the
City’s Home page in the “Featured City News” section and on the City’s KSUN Cable Access Channel 15.
In early February, a project fact sheet and meeting announcement mailer was sent to 3,600 residents,
business and property owners in the project vicinity as well as previous meeting attendees, notifying
them of the upcoming public meeting. Copies of the mailer and newspaper advertisement are included
in the Appendix section at the end of this summary.

Public Meeting
The public meeting was held on February 19, 2014 in the Braly Park Building from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The
project team gave a presentation highlighting the proposed bridge design, intersection improvements
and the anticipated timeline for the environmental review process. City staff and consultants were
present to conduct a question and answer period following the presentation. Afterward, participants
viewed exhibit boards and asked additional questions.
The meeting was attended by 7 community members and staffed by representatives from the City of
Sunnyvale and consulting staff representatives from Biggs Cardosa Associates, Inc. and Circlepoint.
Meeting attendees received a copy of the project fact sheet, a comment form, and a copy of the
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for the project. The PowerPoint presentation included information
on the project background and key components, such as bridge design, seismic safety, bike and
pedestrian enhancements, and intersection improvements. Information on the project schedule, next
steps and upcoming opportunities for participation were also included in the presentation. Project
exhibit boards for viewing at the meeting included a detailed map of the project area and specific
locations for potential staging, construction and contractor access, in addition to preliminary project
renderings and detailed information on the environmental review process. The City also provided
opportunities for oral and written comments at the meeting; however, no comments were submitted.
A summary of the question and answer discussion follows below. Copies of the meeting presentation,
exhibit boards, fact sheet and FAQ are included in the Appendix section at the end of this summary.

Q&A Summary
Construction Impacts
Question: During construction, will typical construction hours be kept?
Answer: The project is expected to adhere to the City’s hours of construction. These are weekdays
from 7AM‐6PM. There is not expected to be any substantial overnight work. The selected contractor will
be required to adhere to City policies and develop a construction noise management plan to help reduce
excessive noise.
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Question: Will there be weekend construction work?
Answer: No weekend construction work is planned but will depend on needs/design of the project
Question: Will there be excessive noise when doing foundation work for the project?
Answer: Project engineers have concluded that structural improvements can be achieved without the
need for pile‐driving. The abutment improvements will use drilled piles. Drilled piles are typically quieter
than pile driving and offer a higher level of stability for the new bridge foundation.

Bicycle Issues
Question: Bikes heading north on the bridge encounter a steep grade as they approach Home Depot at
Kifer. Will the project change the grade of the bridge? Will the project incorporate other traffic calming
measures?
Answer: The project will not change the grade of the bridge. However, the project design includes
improvements to the adjacent intersections to enhance accessibility for both bicyclists and pedestrians.

Aesthetics
Question: How many trees will be removed?
Answer: The City anticipates that trees will need to be removed from the Home Depot parking lot and
the portion of the Heritage Park parking area immediately east of the bridge. The City will make every
effort to preserve trees where possible. The City has committed to replace any removed tress on a one‐
to‐one basis. The project is not expected to require the removal of the large trees at either end of the
bridge, although some trimming of the redwoods near Kifer Road may be necessary.

Traffic
Question: Are you adding traffic signals?
Answer: Signals will be upgraded but no changes will be made to existing traffic signals.
Question: Will the project add more capacity to the bridge?
Answer: No. The rehabilitated bridge will have the same number of auto lanes as the existing bridge –
two in each direction. The Circulation Element of the City’s General Plan provides a blueprint for the
City’s transportation network in the future. The Circulation Element does not call for any expansion of
Fair Oaks Avenue in this location.
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Meeting Mailer

FACT SHEET
W I NTE R 2 014

PROJECT BENEFITS
•

Comprehensive
improvements to the bridge
structure to meet current
seismic standards and
extend the service life of the
existing bridge deck.

•

A new sidewalk to increase
pedestrian safety and
provide easier crossing
access.

•

Widened and clearly
marked bike lanes to
increase bicyclist safety
and provide easier crossing
access.

•

Improvements to
intersections where the
bridge touches down to
enhance pedestrian safety.

•

Realignment of Hendy
Avenue to improve safety
and mobility under the
bridge.

•

Enhanced and upgraded
structure will result in a
more visually pleasing
design.

View of proposed Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge

In service since 1967, the Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge – located between Kifer Road and
Evelyn Avenue – crosses over both the Caltrain tracks and Hendy Avenue. Regularly
inspected by Caltrans and maintained by the City of Sunnyvale, the bridge is considered
safe for driving but in need of a substantial rehabilitation. If the bridge remains in service
without rehabilitation, significant and costly maintenance and repair will be needed.
As part of the bridge rehabilitation, the City plans to enhance pedestrian and bicycle
facilities while maintaining four travel lanes for automobiles. The east side of the bridge
deck will be widened by about 7 feet to accommodate a separated sidewalk and widerthan-existing bicycle lanes. Further pedestrian improvements are planned for the
intersections where the bridge touches down at Kifer Road and at Evelyn Avenue. In
addition, some of the bridge columns will be relocated to provide additional clearance and
visibility to the portion of Hendy Avenue located beneath the bridge.

•
The next steps in the process involve release of the draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) and preliminary bridge design for review and comment. Once these documents are
finalized and approved by City Council, further engineering work will continue with the
anticipation of construction starting in spring 2015. During construction, at least one travel
lane will be maintained in each direction for both vehicles and bicycles. The City will replace
any trees that need to be removed by construction operations.

AC TIVI T Y

DATES

Public Meeting

February 19, 2014

Release of Draft Environmental
Document/Public Open House

Spring 2014

City Council Public Hearing/
Decision on Project

Summer 2014

Project Construction

Spring 2015 - Summer 2016

The existing pedestrian
overcrossing will be
removed after bridge
construction is complete.

In order to expedite the overall construction process, the
City plans to close the portion of Hendy Avenue below the
bridge for up to 6 to 8 months. The pedestrian crossing
over the Caltrain corridor will be maintained until bridge
construction is complete.
The project cost is estimated at $22 million for design and
bridge construction. The project will be funded through a mix
of federal and local funds.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
WHAT’S BEING PLANNED: The City of Sunnyvale,
in cooperation with the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans), is proposing to rehabilitate the
Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge to upgrade the integrity of the
structure, widen the bridge to accommodate improved
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, and implement safety
improvements at the intersections of Evelyn Avenue and
Kifer Road. The City and Caltrans are preparing design and
environmental documentation for the proposed project.
WHY THIS NOTICE: The City held a project scoping
meeting in May 2013 to provide information about
the proposed project and give community members
an opportunity to provide input on the scope of the
environmental analysis. This upcoming meeting is intended
to provide a project update and information about
anticipated next steps in the environmental review, project
approval, and construction processes.

Wednesday, February 19, 2014
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

WHEN:

Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge Public Meeting

WHAT:

WHERE:

Braly Park Building
704 Daffodil Court
Sunnyvale, CA 94088

WHERE YOU COME IN: The City invites you to this meeting to learn more
about the project and next steps. City staff and consultants will be present to
answer questions. The City will also accept written comments at the meeting.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Project information can be found online at
FairOaksBridge.com. Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, if
you need special assistance in this meeting, please contact the Public Works
Department at (408) 730-7605. Notification of 48 hours prior to the meeting
will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility
to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.106 ADA Title II).

Read this notice for important
information about an upcoming public
meeting on February 19 for the Fair
Oaks Bridge Rehabilitation Project
ADSPHERE INC.

PAID

Cirlepoint
1814 Franklin Street
Suite 1000
Oakland, CA 94612

U.S. POSTAGE
FIRST-CLASS MAIL
PRESORTED

Go to the project website at FairOaksBridge.com for more information
or to be added to the project mailing list. You can also call the City of
Sunnyvale Public Works Department at (408) 730-7605.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Presentation

Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge
Rehabilitation
February 19, 2014

TONIGHT’S AGENDA
 Introductions
 Project Background

 Process to Date
 Next Steps

 Questions and Discussion

Project Background

Project Background
1967
1981, 1993

Bridge Constructed
Seismic Retrofits

Project Background

Project Background

Why this project?
 Condition of Bridge Deck
 Need for Structural
Enhancements
 Opportunity to Improve Bike
and Pedestrian Access

Project Background

KEY PROJECT COMPONENTS
 Rehabilitate the Bridge Deck
 Strengthen the Substructure
 Widen the Bridge Deck by about 7 feet
 Add a Separated Sidewalk on East Side
 Widen Existing Bike Lanes by 1 foot
 Maintain Two Vehicle Lanes in Each Direction

 Improve intersections at Kifer Road and Evelyn Avenue
 Realign Hendy Avenue
 Remove Pedestrian Overcrossing Structure

Project Background
Deck and Structure Improvements

 Extend the service life of the existing bridge deck
 Retrofit bridge supports (columns/abutments)

 Meet current seismic safety standards

Project Background

Pedestrian and Bicycle Enhancements

Existing

Proposed Improvements

Project Background

Intersection Improvements

Project Background

Intersection Improvements

Project Background
Hendy Avenue Realignment

Project Background
Work and Access Areas

Process to Date

• Scoping Meeting
• May 2013

• Preliminary Project Design
• Late 2012 - Present

• Technical Studies
• Ongoing

• Federal Environmental process (NEPA)
• Caltrans Lead

• State Environmental Process (CEQA)
• City Lead

Next Steps
PROJECT SCHEDULE
May 2013: Project Scoping Meeting
Spring - Fall 2013: Preliminary Project Design/Environmental Studies
Spring 2014: Release of Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
45 day Public Review Period – Public Meeting
Summer 2014: Publication of Final EIR
Public Hearing/Decision on Project
By Late 2014: Engineers Finalize Bridge Design Details
Spring 2015: Construction Begins (~1 Year)

Next Steps

Primary Environmental Topics of Concern
 Aesthetics
 Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas Emissions
 Community Impacts

 Cultural Resources
 Hazards/Hazardous Materials

 Noise and Vibration
 Traffic and Transportation
 Utilities and Service Systems

Community Involvement

Upcoming Opportunities to Participate
Draft EIR Review (45 days)



Oral/written comments at meeting/hearing(s)
Written comments accepted during the 45-day review period

Final EIR


Document includes responses to comments on Draft EIR

Community Involvement
How to Comment
 Oral comments/comment forms tonight
 Written comments by mail to:
Richard Chen
City of Sunnyvale Dept. of Public Works
456 West Olive Avenue/ P.O. Box 3707
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3707

 By email: rchen@sunnyvale.ca.gov

 Project website: www.fairoaksbridge.com

THANK YOU!
Stay updated!
Visit www.fairoaksbridge.com

Exhibit Boards
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS
The bridge rehabilitation work triggers required reporting under both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). CEQA is a statute that requires state and local agencies to identify the significant environmental impacts
of their actions and, if feasible, to avoid or mitigate those impacts. NEPA is the federal equivalent to CEQA and is required for projects with
federal funding, permits, or approvals. Both CEQA and NEPA establish specific steps in the process, including public involvement and review
as described below.

SCOPING PERIOD
• Scoping Meeting
• 30 day public and agency
review period
• Comments accepted through
May 22, 2013

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT (EIR)
The draft EIR will describe:
• Proposed project alternatives
• Existing environmental conditions
• Impacts from construction and
operation of each proposed alternative
• Mitigation measures to reduce or
eliminate these impacts

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW
The draft EIR will be released in
its entirety for public review and
comment before being finalized. The
review period will be 45 days.
A public meeting will be held during
the review period to obtain additional
comments.

This information will enable decisionmakers, interested parties, and the public
to evaluate the proposed alternatives and
their environmental effects.

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL
DOCUMENT
The final EIR will consist of:
• Revisions to address public
comments
• Comments and
recommendations received on
the draft EIR
• Responses to significant
environmental points raised
in the review and consultation
process

TIMELINE
MAY 2013

SPRING/FALL 2013

SPRING 2014

SUMMER 2014

• Project Scoping
Meeting on May 9

• Preliminary Project Design/
Environmental Studies

• Release of Draft EIR

• Final EIR

• Public Review Period

NOTE: The environmental review process provides several opportunities for public involvement. The City of Sunnyvale has
supplemented the public involvement activities required by CEQA with additional public meetings and workshops.
For more information go to: FairOaksBridge.com

Fact Sheet

FACT SHEET
W I NTE R 2 014

PROJECT BENEFITS
•

Comprehensive
improvements to the bridge
structure to meet current
seismic standards and
extend the service life of the
existing bridge deck.

•

A new sidewalk to increase
pedestrian safety and
provide easier crossing
access.

•

Widened and clearly
marked bike lanes to
increase bicyclist safety
and provide easier crossing
access.

•

Improvements to
intersections where the
bridge touches down to
enhance pedestrian safety.

•

Realignment of Hendy
Avenue to improve safety
and mobility under the
bridge.

•

Enhanced and upgraded
structure will result in a
more visually pleasing
design.

View of proposed Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge

In service since 1967, the Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge – located between Kifer Road and
Evelyn Avenue – crosses over both the Caltrain tracks and Hendy Avenue. Regularly
inspected by Caltrans and maintained by the City of Sunnyvale, the bridge is considered
safe for driving but in need of a substantial rehabilitation. If the bridge remains in service
without rehabilitation, significant and costly maintenance and repair will be needed.
As part of the bridge rehabilitation, the City plans to enhance pedestrian and bicycle
facilities while maintaining four travel lanes for automobiles. The east side of the bridge
deck will be widened by about 7 feet to accommodate a separated sidewalk and widerthan-existing bicycle lanes. Further pedestrian improvements are planned for the
intersections where the bridge touches down at Kifer Road and at Evelyn Avenue. In
addition, some of the bridge columns will be relocated to provide additional clearance and
visibility to the portion of Hendy Avenue located beneath the bridge.

•
The next steps in the process involve release of the draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) and preliminary bridge design for review and comment. Once these documents are
finalized and approved by City Council, further engineering work will continue with the
anticipation of construction starting in spring 2015. During construction, at least one travel
lane will be maintained in each direction for both vehicles and bicycles. The City will replace
any trees that need to be removed bu construction operations.

AC TIVI T Y

DATES

Public Meeting

February 19, 2014

Release of Draft Environmental
Document/Public Open House

Spring 2014

City Council Public Hearing/
Decision on Project

Summer 2014

Project Construction

Spring 2015 - Summer 2016

The existing pedestrian
overcrossing will be
removed after bridge
construction is complete.

In order to expedite the overall construction process, the
City plans to close the portion of Hendy Avenue below the
bridge for up to 6 to 8 months. The pedestrian crossing
over the Caltrain corridor will be maintained until bridge
construction is complete.
The project cost is estimated at $22 million for design and
bridge construction. The project will be funded through a mix
of federal and local funds.

PROJECT LOCATION

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Go to the project website at FairOaksBridge.com for more information or to be added to the project
mailing list. You can also call the City of Sunnyvale Public Works Department at (408) 730-7605.

FAQ

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
anticipated to take place through spring 2014. Once the project
environmental review is complete, the City will decide whether
to proceed with the project. The project design would only be
approved after the final environmental document is released and
approved in summer 2014. Project construction is not anticipated
until spring 2015 at the earliest, pending the availability of funding.

Who is working on this project and what
are their roles?

What is the purpose of this project?
The City of Sunnyvale (City) is planning to rehabilitate the Fair
Oaks Bridge by widening the bridge deck to bring roadway and
shoulder widths up to current design standards and improve
pedestrian and bicycle facilities while maintaining four travel lanes
for automobiles. The east side of the bridge deck will be widened
by about 7 feet to accommodate a separated sidewalk and widerthan-existing bicycle lanes.
Further pedestrian improvements are planned for the intersections
where the bridge touches down at Kifer Road and at Evelyn
Ave. In addition, some of the bridge columns will be relocated to
provide additional clearance and visibility to the portion of Hendy
Avenue located beneath the bridge. Pedestrian access over the
Caltrain corridor will be maintained until construction is complete
and the existing pedestrian overcrossing is removed.

Why is this project being considered?
In service since 1967, the Fair Oaks Avenue Bridge is regularly
inspected by Caltrans and maintained by the City of Sunnyvale.
The bridge is considered safe for driving, but in need of a
substantial rehabilitation, primarily related to the condition
of the bridge deck. If the bridge remains in service without
rehabilitation, significant and costly maintenance and repair will be
needed. The project will enhance bridge safety and accessibility,
and bring the bridge up to current standards.

Has the final project design already been
approved?
Not at this time. The City and Caltrans have begun the preliminary
project design and environmental review process which are

The City of Sunnyvale is the project sponsor and lead agency for
purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Because the City will receive federal funding for the project, it
is also subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
Caltrans will lead efforts under NEPA; the City will lead efforts
under CEQA.

How is this project being funded?
The project cost is estimated at $22 million for preliminary
engineering, right-of-way work, and bridge construction. The City
anticipates the project will be funded through a mix of federal

and local funds, with approximately 88.5 percent of the federal funds
coming from the Highway Bridge Program (HBP), and the remaining
11.5 percent from the City.

What types of impacts to the surrounding
area will be considered?
A number of technical studies will be conducted to examine
such issues as air quality, noise, visual, hydrology/water quality,
geotechnical, and natural resource impacts. In addition, issues
such as community character, growth and land use impacts will be
reviewed. Because the rehabilitated bridge will be functionally similar
to the existing bridge with no increase in vehicle capacity, potential
environmental impacts are anticipated to be limited primarily to the
construction period.

Who will decide if this project moves forward?
The public, as well as State and local agencies, will have the
opportunity to comment on the proposed project when the draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is circulated for public review
in spring 2014. Opportunities for public comment include a project
scoping meeting held in May 2013, a public meeting scheduled for
February 19, 2014 and a City Council public hearing is anticipated
following publication of the draft EIR. Ultimately, the Sunnyvale City
Council is anticipated to make the decision whether to proceed with
the project in summer 2014.

What has happened so far?
A Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) was completed in July 2010
as the first step to determine the level of environmental review needed
for the project. A project scoping meeting was held in May 2013, to
provide information about the project and receive public input on the
range of issues to study during the environmental analysis.

What happens next?

or substandard sidewalks, bikeways, and lighting. The project will
reconstruct the entire roadway section to safely accommodate
all travel modes, upgrade lighting and streetscapes, and provide
additional on-street parking in the vicinity of the Northrop Grumman
facility. The project is currently under design with construction
anticipated to begin in summer 2014.
In addition, a Utilities Undergrounding Project is currently under
preliminary development by PG&E to underground existing overhead
utilities along Fair Oaks Avenue, between Evelyn Avenue and El
Camino Real.

How can I stay informed or get involved?
Conducting an open project review process that provides multiple
opportunities for community involvement is a key goal of the
project. A public meeting will be held on February 19, 2014
to provide a project update and information about anticipated
next steps in the environmental review, project approval, and
construction processes. A City Council public hearing is anticipated
in summer 2014 to decide whether to proceed with the project.
These meetings will be widely publicized in the community and
members of the public are encouraged to attend. In addition to
meetings, there will be a formal public review period for the draft
environmental document during which the community will be
encouraged to review the draft and provide written comments and
input.

Will the Fair Oaks Bridge remain open
during construction?
Yes. Although temporary lane reductions will be a periodic
necessity, the City intends to maintain at least one travel lane in
each direction for both vehicles and bicycles during construction.
To expedite the overall construction process, the City plans to close
the portion of Hendy Avenue below the bridge for up to 6 to 8
months during the early phases of construction.

The City will hold a public meeting on February 19, 2014 to provide
a project update and information about anticipated next steps in the
environmental review, project approval, and construction processes.
After the draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and preliminary bridge
design are released for review and comment, a City Council public
hearing is anticipated in summer 2014 to decide whether to proceed with
the project. Once these documents are finalized and approved by City
Council, further engineering work will continue with the anticipation of
construction starting in spring 2015.

Will the Fair Oaks Pedestrian Overcrossing
remain open during construction?

What other infrastructure projects are
happening in the area?

Project information can be found online at FairOaksBridge.com.
Please visit the Upcoming Meetings page for up-to-date information
on public meetings, or visit the Contact Us page to be added to the
project mailing list. You may also contact the City of Sunnyvale Public
Works Department at (408) 730-7605.

The Hendy Street Improvements Project is a project to reconstruct
Hendy Avenue from Sunnyvale Avenue to the Fair Oaks Avenue
Bridge. The condition of the roadway in this area is poor with missing

Yes, pedestrian access over the Caltrain tracks will be maintained
until construction is complete. Once the new sidewalk is
constructed on the Fair Oaks Bridge itself, the existing pedestrian
overcrossing will be removed.

Where can I go for more information?

